
Reading the Bible  
Acts 8:26–29 (ESV)  

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a 

court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And 

the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”  
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I. Scripture is intended to be clearly understood 

Question #1:  Was the Bible intended for ordinary everyday People? 

A. It is accessible to ordinary people 

Psalm 119:130 ESV 

130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 

Psalm 19:7 ESV 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 

wise the simple; 
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B. Some sections can be difficult to understand 

2 Peter 3:15–16 ESV 

15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also 

wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he 

speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to 

understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the 

other Scriptures. 

Hebrews 5:11 ESV 

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 

hearing. 

Answer #1:   _______________ , the Bible was intended for ordinary people. 

II. God has prescribed the way to understand 

Scripture 

A. Through public reading 

1 Timothy 4:13 ESV 

13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to 

teaching. 

B. Through diligent study 

Question #2:  What is it that Paul encourages Timothy to do in 2 Timothy which will allow 

him to know right from wrong? 

2 Timothy 2:15 ESV 
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15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to 

be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

Answer #2:  Paul encourages Timothy _______________  to rightly handling the word of 

truth. 

C. Through thoughtful meditation 

Psalm 1:1–3 ESV 

1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 

sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his 

law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields 

its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

III. Assistance in understanding through the Holy 

Spirit 

1 Corinthians 2:9–12 ESV 

9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 10 these things God has revealed to us 

through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who 

knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely 

given us by God. 

Question #3:  How does the Holy Spirit assist us today in understanding scripture?   

Luke 24:45 ESV 

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
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John 14:26 ESV 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

Answer #3:  The Spirit _______________  us as we grow in the word He has revealed.   

IV. Assistance in understanding through ministers 

of the word 

Nehemiah 8:2–8 ESV 

2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 

could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from 

it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 

the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they 

had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, 

and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, 

Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 

people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra 

blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 

hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 

Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 

Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the 

people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and 

they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

Ephesians 4:11–14 ESV 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all 

attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
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the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

1 Timothy 4:11–16 ESV 

11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote 

yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the 

gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on 

you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 

Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 

save both yourself and your hearers. 

2 Timothy 4:1–5 ESV 

1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 

dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from 

listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure 

suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

  

https://www.logos.com/


Reading the Bible  
Acts 8:26–29 (ESV)  

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a 

court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And 

the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”  
 

Page 6.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 12:45 AM March 26, 2017. 

Hear - Romans 10:17 (NIV) 

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word about Christ. 

Believe - Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Repent - Acts 17:30 (NIV) 

30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent. 

Confess - 1 Timothy 6:12 (NIV) 

12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life 
to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

Be Baptized - Acts 2:38 (ESV)  

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Remain Steadfast - Revelation 2:10 (NIV) 

10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, 
the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you 
will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 
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